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The Sanli tu during the Southern Song and Yuan

Periods: Formats and Functions in the Context of
Emerging Antiquarian Type of Ritual Objects

Hsu, Ya-hwei

Abstract

With a focus on the Sanli tu by Nie Chongyi, this article investigates the
uses of this book by comparing the typographies of two editions, one dated to
the Southern Song and the other to the Yuan. Their layouts are radically
different, particularly in the relationship between the text and the image.
Such formal differences are examined in the context of ritual object design
and manufacture, which evolved a transformation as a result of the
antiquarian development from the eleventh to the thirteenth century.

As the empirical approaches of antiquarianism flourished, the ritual
objects illustrated in the Sanli tu, the “classicist type” that derived from
ancient ritual classics, were questioned and gradually yielded to the
“antiquarian type” which found their prototypes in excavated ancient bronze
ritual objects. The circulation of the Shaoxi Illustrated Handbook in 1194
marked the watershed. With clear drawings and straightforward prescriptions,
this ritual manual accelerated the spread of the new antiquarian type, thereby
undermining the foundation of the Sanli tu. Published on the eve of the
watershed, the 1175 edition still retained its manual function, with the image
taking precedence over the text to facilitate ritual object design. In 1307,
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No. 1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road, Taipei 10617, Taiwan (R.O.C.);
E-mail: yahweihsu@ntu.edu.tw.



R (=ZHE) smEl XA 117

when the Sanli tu was republished, it had by and large lost the battle in the
field of ritual object design. The new layout suggests that the Sanli tu had
become a pure text for reading, no longer a significant ritual manual.

Keywords: antiquarianism, study of metal and stone, classical studies, ritual vessels for the
Confucian ceremony, book culture.
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