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Nanyao-shi as Research Chair and as a Major at
Taihoku Imperial University and its Postwar Legacy

Chou,Wan-yao*

Abstract

Taihoku Imperial University (TIU) was established in 1928, and its
successor National Taiwan University (NTU) is celebrating its ninetieth
anniversary this year. To date the establishment of a school back to the
Japanese era has become a trend in Taiwan since the lifting of Martial Law in
1987. Nonetheless, the changing hands of rulership in 1945 had a tremendous
impact on Taiwan, and the rupture between TIU and NTU seems to be greater
than the continuity. This article focuses on Nanyo-shi (the history of Southern
Seas), and aims to present Nanyo-shi as Research Chair (koza in Japanese) and
as a major (senko in Japanese) and its postwar developments.

This article first deals with the founding of Taihoku Imperial University
and discusses the last-minute change of university name from Taiwan Imperial
University to Taihoku Imperial University. The stated goal of the University
was to study the natural world and cultural phenomena of Taiwan, 76y6 (East
Asia, mainly China and Korea) and Nanyd. This means that locality
determined the direction of scholarship, and as a result the Research Chair and
Major of Nanyo-shi were established at TIU, which did not exist in the History

Departments of other Imperial Universities. This article examines the
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Nanyo-shi as Research Chair, a major, and the organization and curricula
related to them.

Who came to major in Nanyo-shi at TIU? Based on university archives,
this article offers a more complete account of the Nanyd-shi major than
previously understood, especially during the wartime period. This article
focuses on Nakamura Takashi and Cho Mie, the two students who maintained
close relationships with postwar Taiwan. Cho Mie continued to study at NTU
and joined the NTU faculty after her graduation. Later on, Chen Ching Ho, a
Japan-trained historian of Vietnam, also joined the faculty. Chd Mie and Chen
Ching Ho continued the scholarly tradition of Nanyo-shi until around 1960.
After a long 26-year absence of Nanyo-shi at NTU, Ts’ao Yung-ho revived it,

now as a branch of maritime history, and has made it thrive again.

Keywords: Taihoku Imperial University, Nanyo-shi, maritime history, Nakamura Takashi,Chd
Mie, Chen Ching Ho, Ts’ao Yung-ho.





