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An Investigation of the Sanging
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Abstract

In early medieval China, Taoism was influenced by Buddhism in various
respects, like their scriptures and rituals, and many other essential issues have
been raised.

For example, the complicated system of divinities in Taoist scriptures
became one of the reasons that Buddhists used to criticize Taoism. The issue
not only concerned how to reorganize the traditions of various faiths prevalent
from the Han Dynasty, but concerned whether Taoism could confront
Confucianism and Buddhism as a Teaching.

Although the Sanging concept is so well-known and has a vast influence
in the history of Taoism, investigations into its formation and early usage are
scarce so far. The scholarly consensus is that the Sanqing as a supreme god
hierarchy was established in the Northern and Southern dynasties or by the
early Tang Dynasty. For more clarification, this article utilizes Taoist scriptures
and other materials, such as historical documents, literary works, stone
inscriptions as well as images, in order to enhance the historical understanding
of its formation and change.

Keywords: Sanging, Taoism, Tianzun, Laojun, Yuging.
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