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The Shaping of a Neo-Confucian Leader and a
Classic during the Reign of Emperor Jiajing:
The Writing, Compilation and Evolution of
Luo Qinshun’s Kunzhi ji

Lin, Zhan'

Abstract

Focusing on the writing, compilation and evolution of Kunzhi ji, a
collection of reading notes and reflections by Luo Qinshun, this paper reveals
the effort of the intellectuals during the reign of Jiajing, Ming Dynasty, to fill
the voids of a new leader and a classical text in the Cheng-Zhu tradition to
meet the challenge of Yangming Leaming. It also shows how Luo’s
self-identification, the key issues that he attempted to solve in Kunzhi ji, and
other intellectuals’ expectations of the book evolved over the twenty years that
Luo worked on Kunzhi ji.

In 1528, Luo published a two-volume text, entitled Kunzhi ji, in which he
responded to his debate with Wang Shouren in 1520. This postponed response
indicates Luo’s incomplete understanding of Wang’s new and influential
doctrine of innate good knowledge, Zhi liangzhi. Five years later in 1533, Luo
expanded Kunzhi ji into a four-volume collection of his reading notes, which

earned him a reputation as a master in Neo-Confuciaism. In the new edition,
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while Luo avoided critiquing the Yangming Learning directly, his overall
critique extended from Wang Shouren to Lu Jiuyuan, Zhan Ruoshui, and Chan
Buddism in general. With the increasing support of the followers of the
Cheng-Zhu School and with his growing scholarly confidence, Luo compiled
the final edition of Kunmzhi ji by adding two additional volumes and an
addendum to its 1533 edition.

The popularity of Kunzhi ji earned Luo high renown. The governor of
Jiangxi called on Luo in 1545 to present him an imperial edict, which
celebrated Luo’s eightieth birthday and lauded his personal integrity. The
edict also aroused various contemporary interpretations of Luo’s contribution
to Confucian learning. But, the publication of Kunzhi ji and the
congratulatory edict remain evidence that Cheng-Zhu tradition scholars of
the time were eager to create their own academic leader and classical text to
meet the challenge of the increasingly popular and influential Yangming

Learning.

Keywords: Luo Qinshun, Kunzhi ji, Wang Yangming, the disciples of Wang Yangming,
Zhuxi and Lu Jiuyuan.
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