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Exploring the Use and Implication of Two “Emperor
Qianlong Appreciating Antiques (Shi yi shi er tu)” Paintings
of Qianlong Period

Zhang, Zhen

Department of Art History, Academy of Arts and Archaeology
Zhejiang University

The five portraits of Emperor Qianlong, Emperor Qianlong Appreciating Antiques
(shi yi shi er tu), in the collection of the Palace Museum in Beijing are among the few
Qing dynasty court paintings that have received the most attention, and have been
highly valued by scholars. This paper analyzes the styles, content of the images, sizes
and mounting forms of these two paintings, compares them in detail with archived
documents, and further discusses their authorship, portrait locations, functional usage,
and the nature of joyfulness. By referring to literature collections such as the poetry
and literature of Emperor Qianlong, relevant artifacts and paintings, this paper aims
to place verbatim, the inscribed poem on the paintings into the context of Emperor
Qianlong’s original poetry and literature. It also compares the objects and poems
which are appreciated by the Emperor as depicted in the paintings to the paintings in
Qianlong’s imperial court, analyzes the inscriptions on each, and examines the functions
and implications of these two paintings to reveal Emperor Qianlong’s concept of
connoisseurship and its connection with the ideas of Laozi and Zhuangzi. In a nutshell,
this paper seeks to construct the historical context of the painting at that time and to
explore new ways of interpreting Emperor Qianlong Appreciating Antiques (shi yi shi er
tu) and even the Qing imperial court paintings, starting from the painting process to the
visual effect logic.

Keywords: Emperor Qianlong, Emperor Qianlong Appreciating Antiques (Shi yi
shi er tu), function, implication, appreciating antiques

—240 —



	彩圖2.pdf
	正文2
	英摘2

