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Power, Communities, and the Network of Worship:
The Replications of the Nan’endd Fukiikenjaku Kannon at
Kofukuji

Chan, Yen-Yi

The Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

Seated on a lotus pedestal with eight arms and three eyes, the icon of the
Fukiikenjaku Kannon in the Nan’endd (Southern Round Hall) at Kofukuji Temple in
Nara has been known as the protector of the Northern branch of the Fujiwara clan. This
sculpture was enshrined in the building in 813 to commemorate the deceased family
members of the Northern Fujiwara clan and pray for their postmortem salvation. In the
twelfth century, the icon became identified as the “/onji (original ground)” of Kasuga
Daimy®jin, the tutelary kami (local gods) of the Fujiwara clan, at Kasuga Shrine. It is
also this period that witnessed the appearance of the copies of this sculpture. Studies
on these copies have focused on their form, iconography, and the extent to which they
resemble the original. Based on these studies, this article investigates the context in
which the replications of the Nan’endd Fukiikenjaku Kannon emerged, their functions,
and sociopolitical meanings. By conducting visual analyses of these works along with
an examination of the historical background, courtier diaries, iconographical manuals,
and esoteric texts, this author argues that while the copies of the Nan’endo Fukiikenjaku
Kannon were utilized to conduct various Buddhist practices and express religious piety,
they formulated a network of worship that connected the Northern Fujiwara clan with
not only Kofukuji but also Shingon monks, revealing a sociopolitical terrain where
secular and religious power intersected. In addition, the illustrations of deer skin, the
iconographical feature of Fukiikenjaku Kannon, in some of the copies deviate from
that of the original and were appropriated from the Shingon version of Womb World
mandalas. This appropriation was intended to mark the agency of Shingon monks in the
Northern Fujiwara’s worship of the Nan’endd Fukiikenjaku Kannon, and shows that
copying was not simply a derivative behavior, but also a creative activity.

Keywords: Kofukuji, Nan’endd, Fukiikenjaku Kannon, Northern branch of the
Fujiwara clan, replication
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