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Impact from the Mongols: Emperor Hanazono and

Fourteenth-Century Japanese Painting

Takagishi, Akira

Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology
The University of Tokyo

Through the Mongolian impact in the latter half of the 13th century, this paper
redefines Japan’s fear for and aspiration toward China as a foreign country at the time.
Since then, paintings in Japan began to depict a shinkoku (i.e., Country of the Gods)
guarded by deities and Buddha, and such theme flourished until the 15th century.
Meanwhile, the court of Emperor Hanazono, who had good taste in art, boasted a
collection of paintings acquired and appreciated by Emperor Go-Shirakawa in the late
12th century in emulation of Emperor Huizong of Song.

Maritime trade in East Asia did not decline due to the Mongol Invasions of Japan.
While collecting paintings and animals from China, Emperor Hanazono added his own
paintings to the collection, and emulated Emperor Huizong of Song of two centuries
earlier in establishing art salons. Whether this promotion of art was shared by emperors or
rulers in the surrounding regions of Mongolia at the time requires further consideration.

Keywords: Illustrated Account of the Mongol Invasion, Illustrated Handscrolls of

Priest Ippen, Emperor Hanazono, Image of Emperor Huizong of Song

—267 —





