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The Historical Context of the “Exemplar Teacher for a
Myriad Generations” from the Imperial Brush

Chen, Fang-mei

Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

To complete the arguments in the author’s former papers in 2013 and 2017, this
work explores the cultural and political meanings of the reappearance of the Kangxi
Emperor’s original calligraphy of the “Exemplar Teacher for a Myriad Generations”
in Taiwan. This study has three purposes: first, to clarify the transformation of visual
images from the imperial brush to the imperial plaque; second, to trace the style of
calligraphy; and third, to reconsider the cultural context and political intention of the
writer, the Kangxi Emperor, who were tangled in ethnic contradiction and shifted from
Manchu education to Confucianism. The original usage context of the imperial brush
was accompanied by an unprecedented high-standard ritual ceremony for Confucius.
With the reappearance of the original calligraphy, on the one hand, we can understand the
connection between the “military conquest ( 7% )” of Taiwan and the “ritual activities
( #2 )”in the first “Southern Inspection Tour” and “Eastern Inspection Tour.” On the other
hand, we can discuss the symbolization and standardization of the imperial plaque copies
by comparing them with the imperial brush. This discussion, in turn, also sheds new light
on the continuance of imperial plaques at the Temple of Confucius in Tainan and the
sinicization of the Kangxi Emperor.

Keywords: imperial brush, imperial plaque, “Exemplar Teacher for a Myriad

Generations”, jingyan 4 i , rijiang B 3%
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