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Image of the New Woman:
Shen Bochen’s “Xin xin baimei tu” and Xinhai Revolution

Heroines

Chen, Te-hsin

Department of Humanities
National Open University

Well-known for his Western drawing techniques, Shen Bochen was an active
illustrator in Shanghai from the end of the Qing Dynasty to the beginning of the Republic
of China. This study aimed to analyze Shen’s new women images published in the
“Xin xin baimei tu” (new portraits of a hundred beauties) column in Great Republican
Pictorial Post and their connection to some women’s rights advocates at the time.
“Portraits of a hundred beauties” is a type of drawing collection consisting of pretty
women in every dynasty. Writers and poets often use it as an inspiration for creation. In it,
beauties with martial spirit are distinctive and were used by Shen to depict new women’s
independence and confidence when facing challenges. Closely related to women'’s rights
activists, Shen’s work can be viewed as a reflection of the ideal new woman perceived
by them. Unfortunately, as women’s rights activities became radical, Shen’s fresh and
healthy images of women were soon eliminated from the market under the great pressure
of the pornographic culture and tradition.

Keywords: Shen Bochen, Xin xin bai mei tu, Great Republican Pictorial Post, Xinhai

Revolution, new woman
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