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Circulation of Rubbings and the Late-Qing Art and
Scholarship

Bai, Qian-shen

School of Cultural Heritage and Museumology
Zhejiang University

This article explores major means of circulating rubbings in the late Qing period,
such as gift offering, purchase in the market, exchange and fund-raising for site visits.
This article shows that such means of circulating rubbings enabled jinshi (epigraphic)
scholars to go beyond geographical limitations and collect rubbings of bronze and stone
objects on a larger scale. The production of rubbings and the sharp rise in the scales of

collection provided a material base for the bloom of the stele school of calligraphy and
the breakthrough of paleography in the late Qing period.

Keywords: circulation of rubbings, site visits to steles, rubbing production, stele

school of calligraphy, paleography
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