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Style, Workshops, and Meanings of Northern Wei
Sarcophagi: A Case Study of a Set of Recently Reconstructed
Stone Bed Panels

Lin, Sheng-chih

Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

This paper attempts to study the issues of style, workshops, and images related to a
set of newly reconstructed stone bed panels from the Northern Wei dynasty. The author
traces the development of the pictorial styles employed in this stone bed and explores the
negotiations between the artisans and the family of the tomb occupants. The arrangement
of the images on the stone panels reveals an awareness regarding the body position of
the tomb occupants on the stone bed. The family expressed their filial piety through the
layout of the stone panels. The layout of the stone panels, the existence of workshops of
this kind, as well as the format of the sketches are all closely related to the representation
of the thoughts of life, death, and the afterlife in the Northern Wei dynasty.

Keywords: Northern Wei, stone bed, stone panels, images, workshops
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