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Zhao Mengfu’s Return to the South in 1295: The Early
Yuan Literati Landscape Painting and the Jin Literati
Culture

Shih, Shou-chien

Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

Zhao Mengfu’s Autumn Colors on the Qiao and Hua Mountains has been
considered the most influential masterpiece that altered the direction of landscape
painting for the following centuries; however, the cultural-artistic concern behind its
making has never been fully explained. This study tries to reconstruct the social context
when Zhao returned to his home in 1295 after his northern sojourn and completion of the
landscape work to express the emotion of Ahuaigu, a sentiment that could be traced back
to Jin literati culture around 1200 in North China.

In his northern sojourn, Zhao not only collected ancient artistic works but also
closely observed the situation of Jin literati culture and fully understood the Auaigu
practice in Wu Yuanzhi’s and Li Shan’s works around 1200, as well as Kuo Min’s revival
of the practice in the 1260s after the fall of the Jin dynasty. Zhao’s Autumn Colors
exhibits his Auaigu concern at Jinan, and its pictorial structure reveals a close relationship
with those of his Jin predecessors’ works. Nevertheless, Zhao’s response to Jin tradition
is also critically oriented. His use of dry-brush idiom to incorporate an expression of
antiquity is truly innovative and historically significant.

Keywords: Zhao Mengfu, Wu Yuanzhi, Li Shan, Jin literati culture
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