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“The Beautiful Mountain Scenery is My Hometown”:
Maruyama Banka and the Iconographical Implications of
Mountain Paintings in Modern East Asia

Tsai, Chia-chiu

Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan Normal University

“The beautiful mountain scenery is my hometown,” as mentioned in the opening
sentence in Shiga Shigetaka’s Nihon fitkeiron (A Discourse on Japanese Landscape),
is regarded as a slogan to understand the affection for hometown, the view of Japanese
landscape, and the emerging nationalism that form through Japanese people’s love for
mountain trekking. Maruyama Banka, a watercolorist devoted to mountain climbing in
the same generation and named as a “nostalgic artist,” is exactly the representative figure
in this case.

However, this paper argues that mountain paintings symbolize the affection for
hometown and nationalism under the colonial administration of Japan. Mountains
such as Mt. Kumgang in the Korean Peninsula and Mt. Niitaka in Taiwan are where
Japan planned to establish national parks. Maruyama’s travel to the two mountains and
his artworks can be viewed as his struggle between the affection for hometown and
that for nationalism. This paper provides arguments for multiple notions such as the
iconographical implications of mountain paintings, the emerging nationalism, and the
affection for hometown by comparing the two mountains in East Asian art history.

Keywords: Maruyama Banka, mountain painting, Mt. Kumgang, Mt. Niitaka,

Nihon fiikeiron
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