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Creating Formosan Arts: The Multi-Layered Discourses of
the “Local Color” and the Nativist Arts (Heimatkunst) in
Taiwanese Modern Art

Chiu, Han-ni

PH.D. candidate, Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology
University of Tokyo

This study discusses the theme of “local color” in art works and the discourses
related to nativist arts during the 1920s and 30s in the Japanese colonial Taiwan. The
Japanese colonial government with the aim of commencing the assimilation policy
promoted art works presenting Taiwan’s “local color” in the Taiwan Art Exhibitions
(1927-1936) and nativist arts carrying elements of the cultural integration between the
Japanese and the Taiwanese. Meanwhile, the institution of “Fine Arts” as a significant
feature of modern civilization lured young Taiwanese students who were determined
to become artists. Huang Tu-shui, the Taiwanese frequent nominee in several Imperial
Arts Exhibitions in the 1920s, appealed to the Taiwanese young talents to work together
to create “the Formosan era in fine arts.” The art works of Huang and other Taiwanese
artists presented in the Imperial Arts Exhibitions can be considered as the beginning of
the Taiwanese nativist arts. The art works produced by Taiwanese artists who prepared
themselves with homeland consciousness seemed to share similar interests with the
colonial authority’s cultural policy of promoting native arts. In addition, the concern
of searching for local uniqueness in arts helped to create the field of “Taiwan fine art.”
However, nuanced differences existed in the affective identity toward “Taiwan” between
the Taiwanese and the Japanese. These different affections resulted in disputes concerning
ways of presenting Taiwanese “local color’” in the Taiwan Art Exhibitions.

This article consists of two sections. The first section deals with the art concepts,
institutions, and discourses developed in the Japanese imperial fine arts system in order to
contextualize the history of Taiwanese fine arts. It argues that the theme of “local color”
in arts represents the uniqueness as compared with the universal standards of fine arts in
Western modernity. The second section uses the art works of Huang Tu-shui, Guo Shiue-
hu, and Chen Chih-chi as examples to explain the artists’ efforts in searching for the
materials and styles of “local color” within the framework of modernity. These Taiwanese
artists exhibited ambiguous attitudes in seeking means for balancing the official aesthetics
in art exhibitions and their Taiwanese cultural identity. ( 1% %5 3% )

Keywords: local color, nativist arts (Heimatkunst), fine arts, colonial modernity,
homeland consciousness, Huang Tu-shui, Guo Shiue-hu, Chen Chih-Chi
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