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Landscape on Folding Fan: The Transmission of Japanese
Folding Fan to China in the 10™" Century
and the Circulation of Landscape Fan Painting in 15"-17%
Century China

Shih, Shou-chien

Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

Folding fan with painted images came to China as early as around 10"-
11"centuries from Japan and Korea. Its popularity among these regions of East
Asia contributed significantly to the shaping of a vivid impression of the so-called
“East Asia culture” image in later periods. It is worth noticing that landscape
painting became the major decoration on folding fan when Chinese started to
produce their own ever since the 15" century which helped to formulate a close
relationship between the painting and the fan user for its convenience to be
carried around. The folding-fan shaped landscape painting thus was bestowed
with new style and expression on its small and curvilinear format.

The first part of this article discusses the possible impact of the transmission
of Japanese folding fan to 10"-century China. It speculates that images of
riverbank covered with snow on those Japanese fan may inspire Northern-Sung
scholars’ imagination toward lost Tang masterpieces, and contribute positively
to the emergence of the “small landscape” painting in the early 12" century. The
second part deals with questions of stylistic and expressive change appeared on
those small landscape painting with gold background made in 15"-17" century
China. Along with the popularity painted folding fan received in the Chinese elite
society, those monochrome landscape painting on gold background painted by
artists such as Tang Ying and Wen Zhengming were used to express the eremitic
ideal for wealthy fan users dwelled in cities. Painted folding fan became even
more popular during the 17" century. Reaching to the daily life of common
people, the landscape fan painting also demonstrates traits of popular taste. The
emergence and the wide circulation of the printed The Fan Album by Celebrated
Masters in the early 17" century can be therefore considered as the logic outcome
of the fan’s popularization toward commoners. When it was imported back
to Japan right after its early success in China, the album functioned, instead
of being representations of fan paintings but rather as an archive of Chinese
pictorial images ready to serve the need of Nanga school painters such as Sakaki
Hyakusen.

Keywords: folding fan, landscape fan painting, Fan Album, East Asia culture
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