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Reorienting Brushwork to Harmonize with the Creation of
Nature: Toward a New Understanding of the Eighteenth-
Century Chinese Landscape Painting

Shih Shou-chien

The Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

In most of the writings on the history of Chinese landscape painting, the eighteenth
century has been considered as a period of decline for its lacking of distinctive stylistic
innovations. This study tries to reexamine landscape works from the period, especially
those executed at the court under enthusiastic supports from the imperial house, adopting
a viewpoint which no longer treats innovation as the only criteria but focuses on the
interactive relationship between painting and the creation of nature as the primary
concern.

With an active participation of the imperial house of the early Qing dynasty, the
development of the landscape painting at court reoriented the relationship between
“brushwork” (bimo) and natural landscape from competitive to harmonious. It led to
the emergence of landscape paintings with very different formal structures as well as
expression from that of the seventeenth century. Works by painters from Manchuria
region and scholar-court officials used to be classified as “the followers of the orthodox
school” are discussed in detail with special attention on their representations of natural
scenery. The result of this study hopes to redefine the long neglected significance in the
history of Chinese landscape painting.

Keywords: Chinese landscape painting in the eighteenth-century,
natural landscape, cout paintings of the Qing dynasty, brushwork,

scholar-court officials, the orthodox school, Dong Bangda
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