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The Legend of Tulongshan:
Resistance against Japanese Immigration
in Manchukuo and its Narration

Lin, Chih-hung’

Abstract

The “Tulongshan Incident” broke out in Yilan ({kK ) county on March 10,
1934. Driven by local discontent with the Japanese colonial authorities’ land
expropriations and confiscation of weapons, Bahuli village chief Xie Wendong (3
SC#) organized the “People’s National Salvation Army” to resist. This armed
uprising during the Manchukuo period (1932-1945) lasted for several months and
had far-reaching consequences. Not merely a “popular uprising,” the Incident
revealed contradictions between the Japanese and Manchukuo authorities over the
principles of colonial rule, and also foreshadowed the later role of the Communist
Party of China in the politics of northeastern China.

This essay clarifies several issues concerning how the Incident unfolded and
its significance. First, immigration became subject to challenge by the colonists
themselves. Setbacks experienced by the Kwantung Army caused Japanese in
Manchukuo to question colonial policy, with the most notable instance being the
resignation of seven Japanese county councilors to publicly oppose what they
viewed as violations of the spirit of “ethnic harmony.” Second, voices of
opposition and discontent within Manchukuo led to the establishment of a

government “Colonization Section” in April 1935 to jointly participate in colonial

*

Associate research fellow, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
128 Academia Rd, Sec. 2, Nankang, Taipei 115201, Taiwan

E-mail: mrc@gate.sinica.edu.tw



AR T B A AR R B AL ACF 53

activities with Japan. Subsequently, Manchukuo authorities sought to actively
coordinate with Japan and formulated the “Basic Outline for the Development of
Manchukuo” in Tokyo. Third, what was an anti-Japanese movement launched by
local farmers opened up a field of ideological contestation. Under the banner of the
“United Front,” the CCP absorbed Xie Wendong’s forces, which became known as
the “Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army,” while the Manchukuo state adopted
bandit suppression/anti-Communism as a political objective, which Xie Wendong
also promoted in newspapers and magazines after his surrender. Finally, the article
examines how the Tulongshan Incident was recounted overseas, and what this

legend reveals.

Keywords: Tulongshan Incident, Manchukuo, Japanese imperialism, colonialism, Xie Wendong
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