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Sphere: The Description of the Western Thinkers and the Meiji
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Abstract

It’s interesting though difficult to understand how the East Asian intellectuals
construct their own knowledge system in multiple ways. First, this essay focuses
on two important East Asian intellectuals —Liang Qi Chao (Z£ i #4, Chinese) and
Phan B6i Chau (7&1{f ¥k, Vietnamese)— and considers their descriptions of
Western thinkers and Meiji restoration intellectuals. By discussing the transition,
recombination and reproduction of some conceptions by Liang Qi Chao and Phan
Boi Chau, respectively, we will have a much clearer picture of knowledge transfers
and interactions among the intellectual communities of East Asian Chinese
character culture sphere. Second, by examining during this specific intellectual
journey, this essay shows the greatness of their knowledge systems in which
illustrates the interaction of knowledge —from the West to the East or from the
Occident and Japan to China and Vietnam. Furthermore, they exhibit
corresponding traits in step with the actual, changeable environment. On this basis,
we can begin to understand the complicated interactions between the intellectual

communities and modern history, politics and culture in the East Asia area.

Keywords: East Asia, intellectuals and intellectual community, Liang Qi Chao (3% Bx48),
Phan B6i Chau (;&4f#k), reproduction.
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