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The Law and Code System in Japan and
the Cultural Zone of Ancient East Asia

Otsu Toru

Abstract

One important constituent of the East Asian World was the Law and
Code System. By examining this system in Japan, we found its differences
from the Tang Law and Code System, and identified its Japanese uniqueness
which later contributed to the rise of the Emperorship. This essay tries to trace
the operation of the rent and tax system in ancient times and its role in the
making of distinctive Japanese law and code system.

In Tang China, all the adult males were taxed evenly. The basic
government unit in charging tax is Xiang district and San-zhang official
during the Han, Northern Dynasties and Tang. The problem is the false report
of the numbers of adult males by the local officials. In Japan, just as in Tang
China, local administrations were responsible for the creation of tables and
lists of the household and male statistics. In case of Tang China, that local
administration was the Xiang district and Li village; whereas in Japan it was
the County (jun) to be accounted for. Moreover, to avoid malpractice, in both
countries there was a Mao-yue system to supervise the tax collecting. Unlike
Tang China, the Li village and Guo district offices did not play a significant
role in the Japanese Tax System. This is one of the differences between China
and Japan.

Keywords: Law and code system, Tax and Corveé Order, Household Order, land rent, tax in
silk and corveé, corveé system, tax ledger, physical feature examiner, household

control, local statistic report to the court.
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