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An Honorary Hat Given to the Elders:
A Look at Ming Dynasty's System of
"Honorable Aged Gentlemen"

Chung-Lin Ch’iu

Department of History, Tamkang University

Abstract

This article is an investigation into the Ming Dynasty's senior
citizen honorary system, by which a respected old man was given a
hat by the emperor. This article is composed of three parts: firstly
the evolution of this system, secondly the election of the
“honorable aged gentlemen” and its abuses, and thirdly the
interplay between the local governments and local elites. The
counterpart system of the Qing Dynasty will be mentioned briefly

in the Conclusions.

The system of "Honorable Aged Gentlemen" was invented
in 1458, which was a title given by the emperor out of his own
charity. Throughout the Ming Dynasty, the honorary title was given
only 19 times. Since the honored ones were selected by local
governments. We can view it as kind of interplay between the local

officials and local elites.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty, aged honorary system, “Honorable
Aged Gentlemen”, local society, social history



	耆年冠帶──關於明代「壽官」的考察
	提要
	一、前言
	二、明代的「壽官」制度
	三、「壽官」的遴選及其弊端
	四、「壽官」遴選與社會底層的脈動
	結論――兼及清代的「壽官」制度
	英文提要


