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Chinese Illustration (London: British Library, 1985), p. 28, #2224 » (@R 3R 5 F X
&3 48k) 0 A 78-80 °
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531-534 > sbdh  A—F (BT T LBE) 9 A G AR EAE - HRAE (B aiE
FR) (FER > 2004) {2 % & & 38 ok HEf -
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W) AE1759F HhRAZ @ BRI 1TO1 595 A% ZE » O1763F LR A S

BRALEFARENHER (FPROFRER—ARDNSFHRITOLE - JRE - 64
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Mnt+ -t ed wi ik B 1% e £ % » %Richard Vinograd, “Fan Ch'i (1616-after 1694):
Place-Making and the Semiotics of Sight in Seventeenth-Century Nanjing,” { B 3 & # X %
FAr AR ET]) F148 (2003.3) R129-157 °

@ B7 (& rcBE k) #5933 » £Siyen Fei, “Negotiating Urban Space: the Making and
Remaking of the Southern Metropolis in Sixteenth and Seventeenth-Century China,” Ph.D.
dissertation (Stanford University, 2004).
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EOWTHFAFEHFEBOMELEXZLRAEELZLEERT A -
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Wk B AW AFIRGE L) BBE T HRAHINRE - RMEL TR EEH

QBROFHBE XA "HRLEFRBETHLEH -
@ Alfreda Murck, Poetry and Painting in Song China: The Subtle Art of Dissent (Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2000).
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@ M T B —HEESERA AT & & 0 % Susan Naquin, Peking: Temples and City Life,
1400-1900 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), p. 251.
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DL4BFEFSH (BHREF  BREABIFESR) (M - Hm AREBRAE » 1996) A
03 ° B7 sbay B AR © A Sotheby'st94a & B &k » Forty Views of West Lake (Hong Kong:
April 29, 1993).

@ Tobie Meyer-Fong, Building Culture in Early Qing Yanzhou, pp. 165-195; Antonia Finnane,
Speaking of Yangzhou: A Chinese City, 1550-1850 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Harvard
University Asia Center, 2004), pp. 195-199.
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7R B AT B BB 214548 0 B B 4 National Museum of Chinese History ed., 4
Journey into China s Antiquity: National Museum of Chinese History (Beijing: Morning Glory
Publisher, 1997), vol. 3.

MR =B &R 2288 (REAREGLEEG LHHBE ) (B ELHE) F7
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(1979) ; Ya-Chen Ma, “Citizen's Perspective versus Imperial Perspective: Two Cityscapes of

Nanjing,” unpublished term paper, 2000; E E 3 - (i@ak 5 E—sp BT B » 3R 8 X
Ll EEHR ) R1-57 -
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.%%“@EIKXAW%ME CRAFHEMNBEBREARS LIRS ROBAH LR - R

B E Ak 0 B Y BAES  mE MG CEBIAE)  METHRNBEBNE
JLe Bk XA °$\é’3i£r$§'x ERX MR EHNRRERAER CEALTE)
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@ MmE CGEALTE) HANBERX  2EREMP (FALTE (L) (F) (AE)
$9554295648 (1973.2/3) R5-15§227-44 -

BARFRFR (FALTE) BAAMERTRIF > RO LEHAHR
RERXTHA S (LACFIZE) e - B3R (GFALTE) WAFHI AL A
MERTERZF  fAeZEL TCGFALTE) X, REBERMMTNAZT T E
HH R e B A -

— 288~



BIEA PO E PSR (RMBRAE) M EMA

8 o ®RIHE 0 CERAFALE) (1736 £EBRAXETHYMR) TEAE
FRRE THRATRAZEMEALTIR - O—FBETARTEEIRN AL
LA CERALTE) BXMRTEGAEGHE R

2 CERALTE) 1FAIFFEERT A

EFERETEZ  (FRALTE) X 00m T B 14585406 Bl 1418 % A 9
R TR RS o XEHE EEEEREFMRGS (AEFE) B
NWERGESHAE (GFALTE) - OB4%F @ (FALTE) MeEks
WM T B G EARE  HPAREMNBENEL - RFEMNRE BB - &P
8 (ZaxTTE) & (EF45E) HeqRapgsayatn (GFHLT
Bl) REMAEMNYEE - @FE+ L kELLKE (FRALTE) #X
QAR R R R G IE B ARG IR T - — Adg g N 69 R (R —EE)
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Ya-chen Ma, “Citizen's Perspective versns Imperial Perspective:Two cityscapes of Nanjing.”

PR FXELETRR T HANERABRP > TEERA CFRAFALTE) b
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Political Authority (Honolulu: University of Hawai ‘i Press, 2003), p. 126.
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Ya-chen Ma, “Picturing Suzhou:Visual Politics in the Making of Cityscapes in Eighteenth-
Century China,” Chapter One.
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Politics in the Making of Cityscapes in Eighteenth-Century China,” Chapter Three.
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Mediating between Local Society and the Center:
The Dual Character of Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age

Ma Ya-chen

Institute of History
National Tsing Hua University

This article contextualizes the dual character of Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age
(Shengshi zisheng tu) both as a propagandistic cityscape and as a visual tribute from four
aspects. First, as a native representative and a court painter, Xu Yang was commissioned
to produce Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age, a painting which declares the imperial
visit as a benevolent act beneficial to and appreciated by local people. In completing the
work, Xu played the role of middleman mediating between local society and the emperor.
Second, Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age was part of an extensive matrix of Suzhou
imagery that was exchanged between the court and local society in the context of the
imperial visits. Different members of Suzhou society appropriated landscapes of the
area for the arrival of the emperor, and then Xu Yang synthesized these representational
appropriations with imperial agendas. Third, Xu Yang transformed the format of capital
cityscapes to project his non-capital hometown as a prosperous city comparable to past
capitals and as an urban symbol of the Qing empire. Fourth, Xu Yang presented a sense
of civic pride to the emperor by synthesizing local pictorial repertoires to depict thriving
commerce, good government, and the famous sites of Suzhou and then adapting such
images to emphasize the connection, which was brought about by the imperial tours,
between the emperor and the people of Suzhou.

The dual character of Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age reveals how local
society appropriated Suzhou landscapes for the imperial visits and how the Qianlong
emperor also participated in this appropriation. On the one hand, local society promptly
transformed the images of Suzhou in response to the conspicuous imperial tours: local
officials actively reconstructed scenic sights and their new images in preparation for the
emperor’s arrival; the local publishing industry then issued related pictures and texts
in order to profit from such spectacles. On the other hand, the Qianlong emperor also
took part in the appropriation of local images by accepting new representations and by
commissioning the synthesized Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age both as a visual
tribute and a propaganda painting that projects the imperial visit as beneficial to and
appreciated by Suzhou natives.

Keyword: Burgeoning Life in a Resplendent Age (Shengshi zisheng tu), Xu Yang,

Suzhou, southern inspection tours, local society and the center

~327-



