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The Virtue of the Sun

Hayashi Minao

Professor Emeritus
Kyoto University

All of the birds on the bronze “Tree of the Sun” excavated from The
Sanxingdui sacrifical pits, Guanghan City, had been took apart from the branches,
and the tips of their wings had been broke on purpose. On the flower buds under
these birds were found the patterns of [],which may have been aimed to keep the
birds of the sun from pollution. The prototype of the[W]pattern came from circular
light of the sun, and it was thought to have the power of the sun—to foster all
things with light and heat. Flying in the world, the birds of the sun were to spread
the virtue of the sun to the world. To damage the birds of the sun deliberately was
in order to destroy the virtue-distributors of the enemy country. The ] pattern, the
symbol of the sun’s virtue, was transformed into a pattern with square shape and
round corners during the late Shang period; and it was combined with the mountain-
shape pattern ('3} %) in the mid Western Zhou bronze decoration and gradually
disappeared in the late Western Zhou. However, on the silk banner from Tomb no.1,
Mawangdui of the Western Han period, thelr] pattern was found. Because of the
symbolic meaning of this pattern, we know that the Mawangdui banner shows a
scene of banquet held when the occupant of the tomb was reborn.

Keywords: Sanxingdui, the virtue of the sun, the birds of the sun, the

mountain-shape pattern
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