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Maiijusri and the Two-realm Mandalas

Peijung Wu
Graduate Institute of Art Studies
National Central University

From the Kamakura-period and the Nanbokuchd-period Japan, there are several
Maiijusri sculptures and paintings related to the Two-realm Mandalas. The Two-
realm Mandalas, composed with the “seed-syllables™ (shuji), are either inscribed on
the inner surfaces of the sculptures or on the upper corners of the paintings.

These works were all associated with an important religious group of the
Kamakura Japan—the Saidaiji School led by the famous monk Eison. The major
focus of the Maiijusrt belief of the Saidaiji School, I argue, was placed on the
deity’s role as a teacher for the Buddhists, contrasted with the faith on Amitabha as
a savior among the believers of the Pure Land Schools. I also argue that Mafijusri
was looked upon as a mentor by Eison and possibly by other Saidaiji monks who
practiced esoteric Buddhism. The significance of these works was to lead Buddhists
to enter the realm of the Two-realm Mandalas through the inspiration of Mafjusri.

Keywords: Maiijusri, Two-realm Mandalas, Eison, Saidaiji, Kamakura, mappo,

exo-esoteric Buddhism
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