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Chang Jui-t’u’s (1570-1641) Gift Calligraphy and the

Formation of His Semi-Cursive Script Calligraphy

He Yan-chiuan

Department of Painting and Calligraphy
National Palace Museum

As one of the Four Masters of the Late Ming Chang Jui-t’u, has, because of
his unique style of Semi-Cursive Script calligraphy, already received considerable
scholarly attention, with substantial findings generated from this research. Still,
there has been no revision or clarification of the origins of his style to date. This
article opens with an examination of the ideas raised in past research on Chang Jui-t'u,
highlighting different points of view and methodologies, and attempts to explain
what relationship might exist between Chang’s calligraphic style and the ideas
espoused in Sun Kuo-t’ing’s Essay on Calligraphy. The essay continues with an
exploration of Chang Jui-t’u’s activities with regard to gift or occasional calligraphy
and considers the role and capacity of calligraphers and calligraphy in late Ming
society. At the same time, in correspondence with the development of Chang’s
calligraphic style and the changes of his brush method over time, the author points
out how his participation in creating gift calligraphy pieces produced a concrete
influence on Chang’s Jui-t’u’s writing practices as a whole, gradually culminating
in the formation of an individualistic, distinctive style.

Keywords: Chang Jui-t’u, ying-ch’ou shu-fa, gift calligraphy, Sun Kuo-t’ing,
Shu-p’u, Essay on Calligraphy, Four Masters of the Late Ming
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