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XFRENEEHE KRB AREHR o EXREB LG BRELE Fohit
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(Princeton University Press, 1997) » & 33—34

Q $A%FRS TMMED, —H (FAPA L) (L AR R 1989)  F 448--450 ;
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Culture?”, in Irving Lavin ed., Meaning in the Visual Arts: Views from the Qutside: A Centennial
Commemoration of Erwin Panofsky , (Pn'nceton'lnstitute of Advanced Study, 1995), p. 208 -
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A BR A BER c MAS B NA SR 35 A Dorothy Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers:
Women and Culture in Seventeenth-Century China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994),
pp. 2953 2 #f
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KA KB EHFRFE LT XHARALHX 0 1991) o i kY~ FXE MHREAE
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oy WIE E A #ow 8 o A Yao, Dajuin, “The Pleasure of Reading Drama”, in Wang Shifu,
edited and translated with an introduction by Stephen West and Wilt L. Idema, The Moon and
the Zither: The Story of the Western Wing, (University of California Press, 1991) &
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BEREAL TERKITMFUZaRLHER EESAEERERER > 5
SR (CPEBREL) BT0-T1-

O HBL# (FREE) R (ZRBH)OFE > B HFRA MK K- 4 2 Lichiang Lin,
The Proliferation of Images: The Ink-Stick Designs and the Printing of the Fang-shih Mo-p’u
and the Ch’eng-shih Mo-yuan, Ph.D. dissertation, Princeton University, 1998.
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7 3549 o

O g (Bhr-%) U144 25 (PRBMNBE) (FH: Tak T
1996) » & 106 -
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Looking through the Frame : Visuality in Late-Ming
Illustrations to The Story of the Western Wing

Ma Meng-ching

This article intends to explore visuality in late Ming publications through case
studies of diverse illustrated editions of The Story of the Western Wzng I focus on two
features: multiple-block color printing and pictures within a frame. I first discuss the
changes in the relationship between text and illustration, as well as the elements of
narration and decoration in different editions. Secondly, focusing on the Ming Qiji
edition of Western Wing printed in 1640, I analyze the interaction between prints, texts,
and other modes of decorative arts in order to explore the dialogue between print culture
and visual culture.

An overview of existent illustrated Ming editions of the Western Wing shows that
they gradually became reading materials rather than plays intended to be acted out.
Most later edition pictures were gathered together and placed in the first part of the
book instead of amongst the pages. Therefore the image became less related to the text.
In addition, pictures of landscapes and flower-and-bird pictures irrelevant to the text
were more and more often included in the illustrations. In sum, the narrative elements in
these illustrations were reduced.

In contrast, the decorative elements in illustrations, including patterns, multi-block
color printing technique, and framing, became more apparent. The device of framing
might have derived from kaiguang in object decoration or the experience of looking
scenes through decorated door or window in designed garden. Examples as early as
mid-Ming prints show this new direction, yet the trend reached a highpoint in Ming Qiji
edition. The designer made diverse frames for each narrative scene in the play and
played with the real and fictional spaces, revealing a consciousness of viewing and
reflecting a prevailing interest in visuality in many different areas during this period.
Furthermore, the assumption that the Qing interest in framing comes from Western
perspective is thus challenged; it may have grown from these new artistic developments

in the late Ming.

Keywords: Late-Ming, woodblock prints, print culture, visual culture, The Story of
the Western Wing, decorative arts, color printing.
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