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The Ti-ch’i Figure on Artifacts of the Shang and
Chou Dynasties

Hayashi Minao

Professor Emeritus
University of Kyoto

This article focuses on the examination of the #i-ch’i, or earth god figure being com-
posed of shih, found on Chinese antiquities. Ti-ch’i served as local guardians for regions
where deceased ancestors remain over generations as honored jen-kui, or ancestral spirits
. Through an examination of bronze decoration and literary sources, the author explores
the use of ti-ch’i as decor on ceremonial vessels for jen-kui. In addition, people can ac-
quire the help from ti-ch’i by ordinary sacrificial rituals and ceremonies in effort to obtain
sufficient sunlight and rainfall conducive to a bountiful harvest.

Keywords: Shang and Chou Dynasties, bronzes, fi-ch’i, ceremonial vessel
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