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A Study of Representations of the Suddhana Jataka
during the Northern Dynasties

Hsieh Chen-fa

Pictorial representations of the Suddhana Jataka describe Sakyzlmuni’s former
life as Prince Suddhana, a life of dedication to religious observances and self-
sacrifice. Material preserved today suggests that the representation of the Suddhana
Jataka in Chinese Buddhist art was most popular during the Northern Wei (386-
534) period, at the time of the move of the capital to Lo-yang. Representations of
this kind were most common in the geographical area of present-day Honan, a
fact that is closely related to the flourishing of Buddhist culture around the new
capital.,

While Buddhist sutra’s such as the P u-sa pen-yiian Sutra, the Liu-tu chi
Sutra, and the Tai-tzu Hsii-ta-nu Sutra all contain versions of the story of the
Suddhana Jataka, and may therefore to a certain extent have served as a textual
basis for Northern Wei narrative wall-paintings, pictorial traditions transmitted
from India and Central Asia still were the main source of inspiration for early
Chinese representations of the story. Chinese representations of the Suddhana
Jataka reveal restricting influences from Confucian ethics in the selection of themes
to be depicted. Scenes describing the sacrifice of wife and child appear to have
been avoided, while those relating to ideals of filial piety from the T ai-tzu Hsii-
ta-nu Sutra, would become a preferred topic in wall-paintings of the story. This
clearly illustrates the fact that Buddhist art was not isolated from the reality of its
socio-cultural environment, but on the contrary, that mutual interaction with this
environment constituted the foundation for its further growth and development.

(tr. by Catherine Stuer)

Key Words: Buddhist sculpture of the Northern Dynasties, Jataka, the
Suddhana Jataka, Confucian ethics
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The Amphora with Dragon-shaped Handle of the Sui
and T’ang Dynasties:
a Formal and Chronological Analysis

Kamei Meitoku
School of Literature
Senshu University

This article investigates the origin and evolution of the amphora with dragon-
shaped handles of the Sui and T’ang periods. The author questions the validity of
the theory that places these wares at the end of an evolution from chicken-head
ewer, via double-bodied amphora with dragon-shaped handle, to amphora with
dragon-shaped handle. He classifies these amphoras into four different categories
in terms of their respective shape, decoration, as well as chronological stage of
development.

The author indicates how the double-bodied amphora and the amphora with
dragon-shaped handle both evolved from the chicken-head ewer, appearing by
the beginning of the seventh century. The first type of amphora disappeared from
the historical stage within a short while after its emergence. The white porcelain
amphora with dragon-shaped handle, however, would eventually come to play
the leading role in funerary ceramics, replacing a such the large celadon tsun with
applied floral ornament in relief. During the period lasting from the seventh to
the first half of the eighth century, that is from the Sui through the high T’ang,
production as well as formal evolution of the amphora with dragon-shaped handles
were sustained in Northern China.

The author finally points out that since the oldest type of san-ts ‘ai amphora
with dragon-shaped handle is datable to the second quarter of the seventh century,
there clearly exists a link between the emergence of san-ts ‘ai ware and the chronological
classification of amphora shapes with dragon-shaped handles. (tr. by Catherine

Stuer)

Key Words: amphora with dragon-shaped handle, double-bodied amphora
with dragon-shaped handle, chicken-head flask, white porcelain,

san-ts’ai
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