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Li Hou-chu as an Artist and Emperor (Part III)

Chen Pao-chen
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

This is the third in a series of papers on Li Hou-chu £1% £ (937-978), and
focuses on six aspects of his artistic activities including calli graphy, painting, art
collecting, designs for music and dance, and articles for the sholar’s studio.

As a calligrapher, Hou-chu mastered the “po-teng#t ¥ (lamp-stirring)” brush
method and established his own calli graphic style, known as the “chin-ts ‘uo-tao
©47] (metal-inlaid knife). A theorist, he also wrote an essay on calligraphy,
entitled “Shu-shuZ i (A Statement on Calligraphy),” which conveys his comments
on ancient masters’ calligraphic styles. Famous painters like T’ang Hsi-ya B
A (act. 10" C.) and Chou Wen-chii & X 4& (act. 10" C.) adopted Hou-chu’s
calligraphic “ch’an-pi 8 % (trembling brush)” techniques for their paintings in
bird, flower, and figure genres.

Hou-chu was also a renowned painter excelling in many genres, including
bird, flower, figure, landscape, and ink-bamboo paintings. He was one of the
pioneers who tried to combine poetry, calligraphy, and painting into one work of
art, referred to as the “Three Perfections (san-chiieh =8)

A poet and essayist, Hou-chu also excelled in music, dance, and chess playing,
and under his patronage, the manufacturing of ink, paper, and inkstone rose to its
height.

Although the fall of the Southern T’ang in 975 induced the destruction of
most of Hou-chu’s works of calligraphy and painting as well as of his art collection,
his aesthetics have exerted a strong influence on Chinese scholars ever since the
Northern Sung (960-1127) period. (ed. by Catherine Stuer)

Key Words: Li Hou-chu, Shu-shu, chin-ts’uo-tao, trembling brush,
Southern T’ang dynasty, Ch’eng-hsin t’ang, Li T’ing-kui
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Taoist Iconology of the Ming Dynasty —
A Case Study of the Hsiian-ti jui-ying t’u.

Lin Sheng-chih
University of Kyoto

Research on Taoist iconology is a central topic in the study of Taoist art, and
the development of a methodology pertinent to its study remains a primary concern
of scholars in the field. The variety and miscellaneous character of material related
to Taoist art, in particular, highlights the need for systematic analysis. This paper
is a case study of the iconology of Ming dynasty Hsiian-t'ien belief, and aims at
a combined analysis of three different media, namely of religious prints, hanging
scrolls from Taoist sanctuaries, and of religious sculptures. The author attempts
at an analysis of representations of the image of Hsiian-t ien shang-ti in these
respective media, of their respective function and operation within the Taoist
religion, and their mutual complementation and interaction. The author therefore
does not limit his discussion of Taoist iconology to the static meaning of particular
images, but also investigates the dynamic change in iconological meaning that
occurs following the change in medium of propagation. In contrast with the general
focus on wall-paintings in current studies on Taoist iconology, this paper wishes
to concentrate on the iconological system that operates within religious publications
such as woodblock prints. Where religious prints are concerned, the question of
the propagation procedure of images is indeed of major importance. The author
wishes equally to underline the methodological importance of the study of
woodblock illustrations within research on Taoist iconology as a whole.

The author demonstrates the validity of the above-mentioned method of
research, at the hand of a case study of the Hsiian-ti jui-ying t'u in woodblock
prints of the Taoist canon. Although the discussion centers on the Hstian-ti jui-
ying t’u, it remains the author’s main objective to establish an iconological system
of representations of Hsiian-t'ien shang-ti .(tr. by Catherine Stuer)

Key Words: Taoist iconology, Hsiian-t’ien shang-ti, Taoist canon, woodblock
prints, Ming Ch’eng-tsu
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