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The State of County Administration during the
Confrontation between the KMT and the CCP after
the Anti-Japanese War: Huang Tirun’s Experience
as the County Magistrate in Xiaoxian County

Xiang, Hao-Nan’

Abstract

Xiaoxian County is located in the northwest of Jiangsu Province, at the
junction of Jiangsu and Anhui, and its strategic position is very important. After
the victory of the Anti-Japanese War, the existing military and political structure
of Xiaoxian county was broken, and the relations between the Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Communist Party (CCP), which already became very tense in
the late period of the Anti-Japanese War, were worsening. At the end of 1945,
Huang Tirun was appointed head of Xiaoxian county. He had long served as an
important party, political and military post in Fengxian County. He had rich
experience in administrative affairs and dealing with the CCP. After assuming
the post of Xiaoxian county magistrate, Huang Tirun actively adjusted the
personnel of the county government and the districts and townships,
strengthened the grass-roots organizations, and consolidated the control area. At
the same time, the CCP also tried its best to expand its influence in Northern
Jiangsu. With the support of the National Army, Xiaoxian county and the entire

territory were conquered one after another. Huang Tirun then tried his best to
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eliminate the power of the CCP and consolidate the county power. Huang Tirun
also took a variety of measures to promote the construction of county
administration. The relationship between the KMT and the CCP was the key
factor affecting the history of Xiaoxian County after the Anti-Japanese War.
When the relationship took a sharp turn, the construction of county government

had to be interrupted.

Keywords: Xiaoxian County, County Administration, Huang Tirun, the Kuomintang,
the Communist Party
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