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Ink-Play Art by Xu Wei

Shih, Shou-chien

Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

This paper aims to discuss Xu Wei’s artistic efforts in ink playing through an
analysis of his five artworks on ink grapes. It explores his creation of the art and how
it has the relevance to the artist’s emotional expression, namely the expression of
“leikuai buping zhi qi (the indignant state of mind)” as referred by Yuan Hongdao. The
five artworks of ink grapes are Huahui zahua juan (Miscellaneous Scroll Painting on
Flowers) in Tokyo National Museum, Yanyun zhi xing (Inspiration of Cloud and Mist) in
The Palace Museum, Zahua tujuan (Scroll Painting of Miscellaneous Flower) in Nanjing
Museum, Zahua ce (Album of Miscellaneous Paintings) from an American private
collection, and Moputao Zhou (Scroll Painting of Ink Grapes) in The Palace Museum. In
previous studies, researchers generally agree that the relation between ink play and artist’s
emotional expression is one of the keys in terms of studying Xu Wei’s art. However, it
is often challenging to benefit from this approach due to lack of sufficient access to the
authentic ink artworks.

Based on this, the paper investigates Xu Wei’s ink art style in the following three
dimensions: the depiction and representation of object with the ink washing effect; the
rule-breaking in conventional schema; the speed of brush stroke movement and the
artist’s spontaneous expression of indignation. The investigation seeks to clarify the
arguments in previous research, with an emphasis on the last dimension stated above, as
it should play the pivotal role in demonstrating the thesis in this paper.

(Translated by Peiyu Lin Andersson)

Keywords: Xu Wei, Wen Riguan, ink grapes, ink play, Yuan Hongdao
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