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Return to Uncarved Status:
Study of Xiang Xiu’s Mind and Nature
on Commentary of Zhuangzi

Shie, Ru-bo”

[Abstract]

This thesis examines Xiang Xiu’s concept of mind and nature based on his
Commentary of Zhuangzi fragments. Many different perspectives from his Criticizing
“On Nourishing Life,” are discovered, including the jeopardy of wisdom, Nature’s
returning to the state of the uncarved block, Mind’s quietness and cultivation, and
no-mind and the realm of forgeting....; moreover, these perspectives should be
considered as a Xiang Xiu’s masterpiece that builds a profound theory related to his
ideas of Ji Ming and Xiao Yao. Furthermore, through the method of comparison, the
similar places with Ji Kang can be observed, as well as the development pathways of
Mind and Nature from Xiang Xiu to Guo Xiang can be traced.

Traditionally when it comes to the development of Zhu Lin, Western Jin Xuan Xue,
and the relation between Xiang Xiu and Guo Xiang, most studies have tended to
explore the reversal of Zi Ran and Ming Jiao, the further understanding of Tzu Sheng
(Spontaneous Generation) and Du Hua (Self Transformation) of creation. Nevertheless,
this study indicates that Mind and Nature is also a noteworthy way to interpret the

evolution of thoughts in its contexts.

Keywords: Criticizing “On Nourishing Life” (Nan YangSheng Lun), Ji Kang, Guo
Xiang, No-mind and the Realm of Forgetting, Xiang Xiu’s Commentary of
Zhuangzi, Return to Uncarved Status

*Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Chi Nan
University.
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