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The Fictional Characteristics and the
Author’s Intention of Xuanguai lu

ok
Kang,Yun-mei

[Abstract]

The research object of this paper is Xuanguai lu, an important work of Tang stories
written by Niu Sengru. Scholars of the history of Chinese fiction claim that Xuanguai lu
shows different purpose from other Tang fiction on the pursuit of “fictional” instead of
“real”, so this paper will extensively explore the fictional characteristics and imaginary
narrative features of this work. From the extant texts, the paper finds out its
characteristics as the following: the fabrication about the names of the fiction figures,
the unreality of the time-and-space background, the personification and parody of the
rhetoric, and the use of Zhiguai as its subject matters. In the meantime, this paper digs
out the multiple motivations of Niu Sengru: the curiosity about the fantasy, the display
of his literary talents, the exposition of his thoughts, and the concern about current
affairs. To sum up, this paper aims to respond to the general evaluation of Xuanguai lu,

and to highlight its compiling intention both of interest and of allegory.

Keywords: Tang fiction, Niu Sengru, Xuanguai lu, Xu Xuanguai lu, fictional, fable.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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