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On Zhang Huang’s Yixue Theory on
Xian-Hou-Tian Diagrams i Tushubian

Chen, Rui-Hong"
[Abstract]

Since Chen Tuan formed his theories, Tu-shu Yixue in the Song Dynasty, different
from traditional philosophical thinking, has been approached and interpreted in
innovative ways, known for its richness in contents both in the fields of Xiangshu and
Yili, and for its wider scope of interpretation. Liu Mu’s and Shao Yong’s theories of
Tu-shu Yixue have had great influence and become one of the important features in the
development of Yixue since Southern Song Dynasty. As Shao Yong put forward his
theory, Xian-hou-tian diagrams have become an important subject in Yixue and
academic research. In its inheritance and extension, Xian-hou-tian diagrams play a
significant role in Yixue Tushuo, which is manifested in Zhang Huang’s Tushubian.
Zhang not only compiled and explained the diagrams of his predecessors but also gave
his own interpretations of these diagrams. Focusing on the Xian-hou-tian diagrams
selected in Tushubian and related Yixue tushuo, the present study aims to provide a
comprehensive and detailed analysis of the concrete contents of Zhang’s viewpoint in
related Tushuo derived from Xian-hou-tian diagrams, and explore the important

meanings they convey.

Key words: Zhang Huang, Tushubian, Shao Yong, Xian-Tian, Hou-Tian

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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