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The Writing Style and Value of Songshi
Quan: A Study based on the Reading of
the “Biography of Ouyang Xiu”

Hsieh,Pei-fen”

[Abstract]
Songshi ( History of the Song Dynasty ) was completed hastily and rashly, leaving

plenty of missing and erroneous parts. Apart from the later revisions and amendments
by native Chinese scholars, out of his recognition and admiration for the Song Dynasty,
YiSan (orLi Suan, 1752-1800 ) , the ruler of the Joseon Dynasty of Korea, edited in
person Songshi Quan (5 AF4, Revised History of Song Dynasty) together with other
scholars. This article examines the deletion and revision of Songshi in Songshi Quan by
reading the “Biography of Ouyang Xiu” in both books. These changes can be roughly
categorized into four types: revision of one or two Chinese characters, deletion of one
sentence, deletion of a whole paragraph, and supplements to events.

Some major events described in the “Biography of Ouyang Xiu” are selected, such
as “declining a post offered by Fan Zhongyan,” “Emperor Shenzong’s attempt to punish

29 ¢,

Ouyang,” “following the legacies of Han Yu and Su-Mu,” “serving as an envoy to Qara

LEINT3

Khitay,” “expostulating Chen Zhizong’s wrongdoings,” “the levee failure in Shanhu,”
“Han Qi’s recommendation,” and “the spring couplet at the imperial pavilion.” These
records are then closely compared with those in Songshi and verified with related
historical documents and materials. It shows that the records in Songshi Quan may be
truer to facts. In other words, the previous criticisms of Songshi Quan for its deletion
and abridgement and lack of historical value may not be proper. Songshi Quan not only
remedied Songshi’s shortcoming of being complicated and lengthy but also corrected
the errors in it. Furthermore, the revision of the “Biography of Ouyang Xiu” in Songshi

Quan can provide the readers with alternative understanding and reflection that are

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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different from the traditional views in Songshi and thus truer to facts. The value of

Songshi Quan should not be underestimated.

Keywords: Songshi Quan, Songshi, Ouyang Xiu, Fan Zhongyan, Emperor Shenzong of
the Song
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