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Official Document Form, Property and Administrative
Procedure in the Han Dynasty: The Nature and Status
of Liang Hang in Official Document Systems

Shih, Sheng-Shiuan’

Abstract

This article purports to discuss the official document systems and
administration at the basic level employed during the Han dynasty in view
the material nature and writing features of bamboo and wooden manuscripts,
with a focus on the liang hang (7 47). The principal data for the study were
original manuscripts as well as information about Han dynasty sites in
northwest China, in particular. This article presents an analysis the
relationship between document form and content in the document
classifications of liang hang and zha (#L), and their respective roles in
administration procedure, such as original version, copy, draft and archive.
Special attention is paid to how the nature of the documents changed during
the different administrative stages. The research found that liang hang
documents were treated as original versions and preserved copies and
therefore had a special status in the official document system during the Han
dynasty. The appearance of liang hang documents differs distinctly from that

of other forms; it thus helped officials to distinguish between documents in
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administrative procedures. Moreover, the nature and status of liang hang
documents also contribute to our speculations and interpretation of the nature

of the physical site space and corresponding administrative procedures.

Keywords: materiality of bamboo and wooden manuscripts, official document systems,

document form and prope tty, liang hang, zha, administration procedure.
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