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Daoist Technological Critique and
Gongsheng Transformation: From
“ Dominating Over Things by the Self ”
(CAFRFEY7) to “Matching Tian with
Tian” (LR & K)
Lai, Hsi-San*

[Abstract]

Since the “Anthropocene,” where humankind has occupied the dominant role as
“measure of all things,” a subjective philosophical model has emerged emphasizing that
“knowledge is power,” turning nature into a profitable apparatus of tools to be exploited.
Consequently, nature has become what German philosopher Heidegger was concerned
about when he stated, “the Rhine only becomes a hydroelectric farm” and “the Earth
only becomes a gas station.” True to Heidegger’s reflections, the development of
science and technology under Western metaphysical thinking has transformed the
“revealing technology” from Ancient Greece onward into the “dominating technology”
of modern times.Meanwhile, Daoist philosophy criticizes excessive human “action,”
where the “way (dao &) of humanity” inclines towards and takes the place of the “way
of tian.” This also leads to the loss of balance between tian and humans, gradually
transforming the “Anthropocene” into a state where it “takes away from those who do
not have enough to give more to those who already have too much” (38R [& LAZEH E2).
Therefore, how to take the “self-righteousness, self-assertion, self-importance,
self-boasting, self-accomplishment” (& B R » B7 > B{X * EAIh) of the way of
humanity, and to transform it into the ‘“not-self-righteous, not-self-asserting,
not-self-important, not-self-boastful, not-self-accomplishing” way of tian, along with
how to shift from the strong violence of humanity into a gentle gongsheng between
things—this is the Daoist way of re-establishing and healing the tian-human balance. In

* Distinguished Chair Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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the Zhuangzi, the practice of “skills” (% %#%) is the mechanism that realizes the
transformation of tian-and-human. In the process of “advancing skills towards Dao” (33
H#EJAIE), skilled individuals are able to move from “dominating over things by the self”
(LAFEEY) to the “mutual transformation of the self and things” (#7%fH8/L) and even
to the state of “matching tian with tian” (LK #°K) that has a dual fulfillment of both
“self” and “things.” This presentation takes the Zhuangzi’s description of the
transformation of the tian-human mechanism that comes with technical practice, along
with discussions of associated implications of “matching tian with tian”, to provide us
with a different kind of model for observing humanity’s skilled activites. This
transformation from “dominating over things by the self” to “matching tian with tian,”
which achieves a dual fulfillment of self and things, may provide us with a way to think
about how humanity can restore its gongsheng relationship with all things, the
environment, and ecology. It also prompts reflection on the technological violence and
crises in the human world.

Keyword: Zhuangzi, gongsheng (‘co-becoming ) , the generation of human world, the
violence of technology, the transformatiom of skill, matching tian with tian



