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The Tradition of Encyclopedic and

Mixed Knowledge (Za xue): Fiction

written by the Duan family in the la
te Tang Dynasty

Kang, Yun-Mei*

[Abstract]

Duan Chengshi wrote Youyang Zazu, his son Duan Anjie wrote Yuefu zalu and his
nephew Duan Gonglu wrote Beihu lu, forming the Duan family tradition in writing
fiction in the late Tang Dynasty. Although each of the members of this group
emphasized their own particular specifics, they all showed variety in content and form,
which formed the so-called style of “encyclopedic and mixed knowledge” (za xue).
The reason for its formation is closely related to the rich collection of books of the
Duan family, their extensive reading, attitude of indulging in knowledge and traveling
experience. The works of the three members of Duan family appeared to be in unison
on topics such as music, animals and plants, food, Buddhist beliefs, and foreign lands,
which was the representation of this style. In addition, the large scope and the truthful
narration, as well as the historical writing revealed in the naturalistic description is also
characteristic of the Duan style, which shows an intellectual tendency in late Tang
stories to be extensive, reliable and informative. It also demonstrates the intention of
using objective description of strange things to comment on the current affairs of the
Tang Dynasty, and conveys diverse phenomena as reasons for the development of Tang
Dynasty fiction.

Keywords: Youyang zazu, Yuefu zalu, Beihu lu, the Duan family, Encyclopedic and
mixed knowledge (za xue)
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