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“Yanj1” and “Shengsheng” : Two
Approaches to the Interpretation of
“Self-Discipline and Restoring Rituals”
In the Followers of Wang Yangming
and Their Significance in Intellectual
History

Wang, Yu-Tzu*

[Abstract]

The “Self-Discipline and Restoring Rituals™ chapter in the Analects of Confucius
has long been a popular focus of study in Confucianism. However, the interpretations
and debates among the followers of Wang Yangming have yet to be fully explored. This
paper aims to point out that the different interpretations of this chapter by Wang Longxi
and Luo Jinxu, two prominent disciples of Wang Yangming, are based on their different
views on the cultivation of the “innate knowledge of the good.” By examining the
differences in their approaches, this paper demonstrates that Luo's interpretation, known
as the “new interpretation,” has its unique features and became a watershed moment in
the debates over the old and new interpretations of “Self-Discipline and Restoring
Rituals” during the Wanli era. Through clarifying the differences in interpretation
between Wang and Luo, as well as examining the views of their disciples such as Yang
Qiyuan, Guan Zhidao, and Jiao Hong on the “new interpretation,” this paper not only
sheds light on the interaction between the followers of Wang Yangming and the
classical texts from diverse and divergent perspectives but also provides a new
perspective for contemporary debates, helping us understand the intellectual history
behind the interpretations.

Keywords: Self-Discipline and Restoring Rituals, Yangming’s disciples, The Two Xi,
Yang Qiyuan, Jiao Hong, Guan Zhidao
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