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L1 Zhi’s Commentary on M.
Yangming s Notes on Daoxue: A
Re-evaluation with Word Frequency
Analysis and Satir’s Theory

Yuan, Guang-Yi *

[Abstract]

In this essay, | evaluate Li Zhi’s selection of Wang Yangming’s articles collected
in Mr. Yangmings Notes on Daoxue and the attached Mr. Yangming's Chronicles. After
explaining the importance of reading Notes along with Chronicles, T explore Li’s
motives for editing this book and the philosophical significance of this selection based
on his marks and commentaries. While Li shows his idea of Yangming’s mind theory
that treats Confucianism as a “wisdom of life” with practical values, I first discuss the
following four themes respectively: “the approach to serve the emperor,” “the ideal way
of ruling a nation,” “the study for oneself,” “an equal respect for Zhu and Lu.” Further, I
investigate the significance of Li’s book from the perspective of the numerous
Yangming selections and examine the following three aspects: first, I compare Li’s
work with Huang Zongxi’s compilation of Ming Confucian Case Studies and The Sea of
Ming Literature and thus observe the difference between Li’s and Huang’s focus on
Yangming studies. Second, we make use of the database of Chinese Text Project to
examine the differences in the word frequency of terms used in Ming Confucian Case
Studies, The Complete Works of Wang Yangming, and Li’s Notes and examine the
emphasis of each book to see the characteristics of Li’s selection of Wang’s texts.
Finally, I use the theories of Satir, a Western master of family therapy, to interpret the
selected texts of Notes and Li’s viewpoints, thus highlighting the value of his
philosophy that transcends beyond his time.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature , National Taipei University.
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